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The Unicorn Rescue Society is back! Across the vast, blue ocean, in the mountains of the
Basque Country, a fearsome creature has gone missing. And the Unicorn Rescue Society are
the only ones who can save it. Elliot and Uchenna—and Jersey!—have barely recovered from
their first adventure with Professor Fauna when he approaches them with an all-new quest.
Except this time they're going to have to cross an ocean. In the mountains of the Basque
Country, the Unicorn Rescue Society must track down a missing dragon. But how could
someone even kidnap a dragon? And for what evil purpose? And is their newest, fire-breathing
rescue more than they can handle? New challenges await in this second book in the Unicorn
Rescue Society series, a brand-new fantasy-adventure from Adam Gidwitz, the beloved
bestselling and Newbery Honor-winning author of The Inquisitors Tale and A Tale Dark & Grimm.
Illustrated throughout, it’s the perfect fit for newly independent readers looking for a story full of
adventure, fun, and friendship.



PRAISE FOR THEUNICORN RESCUE SOCIETYSERIESTHE CREATURE OF THE PINES IS A
2019 E.B. WHITE READ-ALOUD AWARD FINALIST!“An easy, fun hook for readers.”—NEW
YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW“A rollicking tale with engaging characters and an irresistible
premise.”—BOOKLIST“As facts are interwoven and also combined with a multitude of puns, the
narrative is informative and lighthearted. . . . Learning while laughing is the goal, and it is
achieved.”—SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNALALSO BYADAM GIDWITZ:A Tale Dark and GrimmIn
a Glass GrimmlyThe Grimm ConclusionThe Inquisitor’s Tale:Or The Three Magical Children and
Their Holy DogThe Unicorn Rescue Society Series:The Creature of the PinesWITH JESSE
CASEYSasquatch and the MuckleshootWITH JOSEPH BRUCHACThe Chupacabras of the Río
GrandeWITH DAVID BOWLESDUTTON CHILDREN’S BOOKSPenguin Young Readers
GroupAn imprint of Penguin Random House LLCText & illustrations copyright © 2018 by
Unicorn Rescue Society, LLC.Penguin supports copyright.Copyright fuels creativity, encourages
diverse voices, promotes free speech, and creates a vibrant culture. Thank you for buying an
authorized edition of this book and for complying with copyright laws by not reproducing,
scanning, or distributing any part of it in any form without permission. You are supporting writers
and allowing Penguin to continue to publish books for every reader.Library of Congress
Cataloging-in-Publication DataEdited by Julie Strauss-GabelThis is a work of fiction. Names,
characters, places, and incidents either are the product of the author’s imagination or are used
fictitiously, and any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, businesses, companies,
events, or locales is entirely coincidental.Cover illustration by Hatem AlyCover design by Anna
BoothVersion_2To Zachary: you’re the Uchenna to my Elliot . . .(either that, or my personal
Professor Fauna)—A.G.To Sarah—J.C.To my wife, Michelle, who crossed the ocean back and
forth for us to be together—H.A.CONTENTSAlso by Adam GidwitzTitle
PageCopyrightDedicationOfficial Map of the Unicorn Rescue SocietyIntroductionChapter
OneChapter TwoChapter ThreeChapter FourChapter FiveChapter SixChapter SevenChapter
EightChapter NineChapter TenChapter ElevenChapter TwelveChapter ThirteenChapter
FourteenChapter FifteenChapter SixteenChapter SeventeenChapter EighteenChapter
NineteenChapter TwentyChapter Twenty-oneChapter Twenty-twoChapter Twenty-threeChapter
Twenty-fourChapter Twenty-fiveChapter Twenty-sixChapter Twenty-sevenA History of the Secret
Order of the UnicornAcknowledgmentsAbout the Authors and IllustratorUNICORNS ARE
REAL.At least, I think they are.Dragons are definitely real. I have seen them. Chupacabras exist,
too. Also Sasquatch. And mermaids—though they are not what you think.But back to unicorns.
When I, Professor Mito Fauna, was a young man, I lived in the foothills of Peru. One day, there
were rumors in my town of a unicorn in danger, far up in the mountains. At that instant I founded
the Unicorn Rescue Society—I was the only member—and set off to save the unicorn. When I
finally located it, though, I saw that it was not a unicorn, but rather a qarqacha, the legendary
two-headed llama of the Andes. I was very slightly disappointed. I rescued it anyway. Of



course.Now, many years later, there are members of the Unicorn Rescue Society all around the
world. We are sworn to protect all the creatures of myth and legend. Including unicorns! If we
ever find them! Which I’m sure we will!But our enemies are powerful and ruthless, and we are in
desperate need of help. Help from someone brave and kind and curious, and brave. (Yes, I said
“brave” twice. It’s important.)Will you help us? Will you risk your very life to protect the world’s
mythical creatures?Will you join the Unicorn Rescue Society?I hope so. The creatures need
you.Defende Fabulosa! Protege Mythica!Mito Fauna, DVM, PhD, EdD, etc.CHAPTER ONEElliot
Eisner was lying, facedown, on the pavement in front of his new house, in his new town, in New
Jersey.The morning was clear and fine. Kids were walking past on their way to school, kicking
red and yellow leaves. It smelled of fall.Why was Elliot lying facedown on the pavement?He
wasn’t sure. He had opened his front door, stepped on something, and then gone toppling
headfirst down the steps. Elliot pushed himself up and turned around to see what he had tripped
on.On his front step was a small package, wrapped in brown paper. He got to his feet and
walked over to the package. No address. No stamps. Just a name, scrawled in brown ink. Weird.
He examined the name on the package.It was his name.Elliot had had a strange day yesterday.
It had been his first day at his new school. He’d made a friend, Uchenna Devereaux. She was
odd. She kinda dressed like a punk rocker, she made up random songs about nothing at all, and
she had a strong desire to put herself, and Elliot, in mortal danger. All that said, she was funny
and she was brave and Elliot liked her. They had rescued a young Jersey Devil—which was
supposed to be an imaginary creature, but definitely was not imaginary. It seemed to have
adopted them. Finally, a terrifying teacher at their school, named Professor Fauna, had invited
them to join a secret organization: the Unicorn Rescue Society. Its mission was to save mythical
creatures from danger.So yeah, it had been a strange day.Now Elliot was staring at a mysterious
package that had been left on his doorstep.For him.He tore open the paper. A book stared up at
him. The Country of Basque.“What?” Elliot said out loud, to no one.Why had someone left him a
book? On his doorstep? And who had left it? And couldn’t he just have a normal, not-at-all
dangerous second day at South Pines Elementary? Please?He sighed, tucked the book under
his arm, threw his backpack over his shoulder, and started off to school.CHAPTER
TWOUchenna Devereaux normally left her house with one shoe untied, half her homework still
under the bed upstairs, playing air guitar, and singing a song she’d made up that morning in the
shower.But not today.She opened her front door and looked down her street in both directions
before slipping out into the cool autumn morning. She put her backpack over her shoulders,
pulled the straps tight, and began walking, warily, to school. Yesterday had been a weird day.She
had made a new friend named Elliot. He wasn’t exactly cool—he got nervous easily, he
memorized entire books about things that could kill him, and he was definitely not rock-and-roll.
But he was smart and funny, and Uchenna liked him. Also, they’d met a Jersey Devil and been
invited by the school’s weirdest teacher to join a secret society. This secret society had very rich
and very powerful enemies: the Schmoke brothers, two billionaires who owned businesses all
over the world, and half their little town.Also, Uchenna and Elliot and that weird teacher may



have broken into the Schmoke brothers’ mansion.Okay, they definitely did.Which was why
Uchenna was being so vigilant this morning on her walk to school. As she turned the corner from
her block onto the main street, she glanced over her shoulder. A few blocks away lay the
wealthiest neighborhood in town—where the Schmoke brothers’ mansion was. Beyond that, in
the distance, she could just make out the towering smokestacks of the Schmoke Industries
power plant, billowing black plumes into the air. She—FTHUMP!Uchenna sat down hard on her
rear end. A small, thin boy with curly brown hair was lying on his back on the sidewalk, staring up
into space. An open book lay on the sidewalk behind him.
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Melastron, “Great series, full of adventure and humor.. I liked this one a little bit better than the
first one... it seemed to have more thrills and action! Oh, yeah, my kid (7) loved it too! You can
read these books again and again because they are so well written and fun. The only downside
is that my daughter keeps begging for "just one more chapter" before bed and it's hard not to
give in because I want to know what happens next too!”

Lorelei, “Bedtime Story. My husband has started reading this series to our daughters at bedtime
when he is in town. They love it! My 5 year old is really into it but my 2 year old is ify. So glad the
have bonded over this ! Great books”

Barry, “Daughter (7) loves these books!!. The Unicorn Rescue Society books are all great and
would highly recommend to new readers!! My daughter can't put these down. The story is
engaging and fast paced but easy enough to for my daughter to keep up with. She always asks
to read more chapter before bed! :)”

Margieah, “Beautiful book.. For my grand daughter who loves the series.”

Jennifer, “Good kids author!. My daughter was never really into reading until this author came
and talked to the kids at her school now she Loves reading his books. This is the 5th book of his
shes read and has enjoyed them all so far.”

Gardenstate Reader, “My daughter and I love these!. These adventures have helped to energize
my daughter’s love of reading. Fun adventures for young readers, and even a few laughs for me
as I read with her. We are hooked on the series!”

Jessica, “Fun for bedtime stories. This is a very fun series to read to the kids each night at
bedtime. We usually cover about two chapters a night... Often the kids talk me in to reading
more- and I don't mind... The stories are engaging! Good fun for early to mid primary school
ages.”

Steffers, “Lovely book. Brill second book in series”

The book by Adam Gidwitz has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 258 people have provided feedback.
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